
 

 

NEWTON-WITH-CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL 
  
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 7th April 2022 commencing at 7.15 p.m. at Newton-with-Clifton 
village hall and via Zoom.  
  
Chair:  Councillor Mrs. B. Duckworth (chairman).  
Councillors: S. Baugh, Mrs. J. C. Benson, Mrs. G. Bevan, P. Collins, A. Metcalf, Mrs J. McCormick, P. 
Morgan, M. Richardson. 
Borough/County Councillor: None.  
Police: None. 
Member of the public: Three.  
 
The chairman welcomed members of  the public explaining that the convened meeting was an ordinary 
face-to-face/in person meeting of the council and also via Zoom, advised that comments or observations 
from members of the public are invited to be made in the open forum session prior to the meeting and that 
it would be appropriate to restrict these comments and observations to a three minute time limit. The 
chairman emphasised that questions or comments from the public area will not be permitted during the 
meeting. The venue had been set up to by a member of the Newton-with-Clifton Village Hall Management 
Committee complying with COVID-19 secure requirements.  
Arising from the parish elections held on Thursday 2nd May 2019, and subsequent co-option of one 
member at the meeting held on Thursday 3rd March  2022, the chairman welcomed the newly co-opted 
member who prior to the meeting completed and signed a Declarations of Acceptance of Office and 
Register of Members Interest (Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interests), as previously provided and to be 
countersigned by the clerk as complete and submitted to Fylde borough council in due course. 
 
a) FORUM.  
i) Parishioner matters. 
a) 21/1059 Certificate of lawfulness for the proposed use of an existing dwelling house (use class c3) as a 
home for up to two children with care provided by up to three non-resident carers working in shifts (use 
class c2) at NO14 Hill Crescent, Newton-with-Scales, Preston, PR4 3TR. 
Following a parishioner enquiry the chairman reported the application had been withdrawn. 
b)  Surface water flooding/ponding, Clifton Lane, Newton-with-Scales. 
A parishioner reported issues relating to highway flooding/ponding caused by field drains discharging on 
to the highway.  Purportedly there is a ditch and drain pipe that run at the rear of properties 34-52 Clifton 
Green PR4 0DB and leads to the south corner of this field, adjacent Clifton Lane PR4 0YD where 2NO 
plastic pipes run from the field to a highway drain/grid located on the northbound side of the highway. It 
was the parishioner’s opinion that the field run off contributes to the flooding along Clifton Lane and Lodge 
Lane. The chairman thanked the parishioner explaining that the matter will be formally considered under 
the highways and transportation agenda item. 
c) SpID deployment, Clifton Village, Fylde district. 
A parishioner  enquired about council deployment of SpID equipment and reported that Lancashire road 
safety partnership had recently arranged for SpID monitoring to be executed on Clifton Lane/ Lodge Lane, 
Clifton. The parishioner referenced the “85th percentile” as a means to secure some improvements in the 
interest of highway safety. Following an enquiry the chairman explained that the council's position 
regarding the deployment of a SpID is unchanged; malfunctioning equipment previously deployed is 
uneconomic to repair and members had  previously determined that from a cost/benefit viewpoint purchase 
of replacement equipment was difficult to justify. As far as is practicable, members continue to be watchful 
of driving behaviour while SpID equipment is not being deployed and raise issues of concern with the 
proper authorities. The chairman thanked the parishioner explaining that the matter will be formally 
considered under the highways and transportation agenda item. 
ii) Policing matters. 
None reported. 
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iii) Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting. 
The chairman adjourned the meeting at 7.30 to accommodate the Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting.  
On conclusion of the Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting, chairman subsequently reconvened the 
meeting at 7.30 pm. 
 
1. PROCEDURAL MATTERS.  
a) Apologies for Absence.  
An apology for absence was received from County Councillor S. Jones and Pcso A Morris. 
b) Chairman's communications.  
i) Ukraine war, civilians and refugees. 
The chairman referred to the above matter, related correspondence, and recent communication from County 
Councillor S. Jones. Other related communications informed that many communities are keen to lend 
support to Ukrainians affected by the war. This support can be through financial donations, giving blankets, 
confectionary, food, medicines, sanitary items, shelter, toys, water, &c or volunteering with charitable or 
church organisations. Locally a Fylde Aid initiative was active in this regard. Refugees will require 
assistance to access essential public sector services, including accommodation, health, schools, trauma 
counselling and other "third sector". support services provided by charities, voluntary and community 
organisations, social enterprises and cooperatives. The government had released further information and 
guidance on how those in the UK can support people affected in Ukraine; Disasters Emergency Committee 
(DEC) and becoming a sponsor. County Councillor S. Jones had advised, inter alia, that more specific 
information from Lancashire county council is anticipated in due course. 
ii) Pre-Application Consultation - Base Station Upgrade - Dingle Farm. 
The chairman referred to a recent communication from Maxema Ltd copies of which had been circulated 
to members. Subsequent to discussion it was agreed that council expresses its appreciation in being 
consulted at pre-application stage and that members realised council does not possess the expertise to 
comment on the technical aspects of the proposed development, however should it be formally consulted 
by Fylde council local planning authority, on receipt of a formal application council is expected to provide 
a response. 
This response is likely to refer in general terms to; 
 i)   Recognition of a need for improved coverage is especially important in rural parts of the country.  
ii)   Central government investment in pursuance of improved coverage. 
iii)  Enable the deployment of base stations/ masts nearer to highways. 
iv)  Economic and social benefits for communities and businesses. 
v)   Balance the environment and community impact of the development with the economic benefits, and   
       make a decision accordingly. 
vi) Ensure appropriate limitations apply to the installation, alteration or replacement of cell systems in  
      proximity to dwelling houses and that every opportunity is taken by telecommunication companies to  
      share masts and physical infrastructure. 
vii) A proposed development must be able to demonstrate how any adverse impact on visual amenity,  
       particularly in a rural area, will be mitigated. 
 
c) Declarations of interest.  
The chairman reminded members at the commencement of the meeting that any direct or indirect pecuniary, 
prejudicial or other interest should be declared in accordance with the requirements of council’s Standing 
Orders and the revised Code of Conduct adopted on 9th November 2012 in compliance with The Localism 
Act 2011.  Accordingly the following direct or indirect, pecuniary, prejudicial or other interest were made;  
Councillor Mrs. J. C. Benson formally Declared an Interest relating to Hornbies Foundation-Hornbies 
Newton Charity agenda item and would not participate in the discussion or any voting thereon. Councillor 
Mrs. G. Bevan formally Declared an Interest relating to the Friends of Newton Community Park (FoNCP) 
agenda items and would not participate in the discussion or any voting thereon.  
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Councillor P. Collins formally Declared an Interest, as a borough councillor planning committee named 
substitute member relating to applications to be considered under the planning and development agenda 
item and would not participate in the discussion or any voting thereon.  
Councillor Mrs. B. Duckworth (chairman) formally Declared an Interest relating to the Friends of Newton 
Community Park (FoNCP) agenda items and would not participate in the discussion or any voting thereon. 
Councillor Mrs. B. Duckworth (chairman) formally advised that due to changed circumstances it was not 
now necessary for a declaration of interest to be made relating to Newton Residents Association finance 
matters.  
Councillor Mrs. J. McCormick formally Declared an Interest with regard to any finance related Friends of 
Newton Community Park (FoNCP) matters and would not participate in the discussion or any voting 
thereon. Given the incorrect site address relating to planning application 22/0204 and for the avoidance of 
doubt Councillor Mrs. J. McCormick affirmed not having an interest in planning application 22/0204. 
    
d) Signing of Minutes.  
i) Council meeting, Thursday 3rd March 2022.   
The chairman put it to council that the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 3rd March 2022 as 
circulated, be approved and signed by the chairman as a correct record. It was Proposed, Seconded and 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 3rd March 2022 be approved and signed 
by the chairman as a correct record.  
 
e) Matters arising from minutes.  
i) Trees, William Pickles Park, Clifton. 
The chairman referred to this issue details of which had previously been reported.  Following an enquiry a 
Clifton ward member advised that following a discussion with the occupier of privately owned land and 
buildings a boundary line had been assessed. Subsequently it had been agreed the council was not 
responsible for maintenance of these trees on William Pickles Park that allegedly are encroaching on the 
private land. 
         
2.  PARISH COMMUNICATION, SOCIAL MEDIA, GOVERNANCE. 
a) Consider website development, receive report by chairman.  
The chairman reported various public information items including recent Lancashire county council 
consumer alerts and a county cycling/walking/travel survey, running until 5th May 2022, had been posted 
on the website. A Newton ward member referred to the forthcoming Newton-with-Clifton village hall 
committee AGM scheduled for Friday 22nd April 2022 and  now commencing at 1930hrs and it was agreed 
that this would be publicised on the website.  
 
b) Hornbies Foundation - Hornbies Newton Charity (HFHNC), invitation to attend council meeting.  
The chairman referred to the update provided by HFHNC subsequent to its meeting on Wednesday 9th 
March 2022. The chairman and members again referred to the appointment of council nominative trustees 
that are to be reviewed in May 2022 and effective from September 2022. Members were of the opinion that 
the response was unsatisfactory as it did not address previously raised questions relating to the duties and 
responsibility of a Hornbies Foundation trustee and the work of the charity. Subsequently it was Proposed, 
Seconded and RESOLVED that the clerk communicate with HFHNC requesting that it addresses these  
outstanding issues.  
          
3. HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION.  
a) Ongoing Lancashire County Council (LCC) matters; including parish highway safety, Newton-with-   
Clifton.   
i) Vehicle parking and waiting restrictions, Bryning Lane, Hill Crescent, School Lane, Newton-with-Scales.  
The chairman referred to this matter advising it is being addressed by Lancashire constabulary and the Pcso 
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Highways contd… 
 
Following discussion it was agreed council should communicate with Newton Bluecoat School and arrange 
a meeting between the Headteacher, the chairman, councillors (number to be agreed) and the local Pcso in 
an attempt to mitigate existing problems. 
 
ii) Public footpath NOS.6/7.  
As members could not provide any update the chairman explained the matter will remain an agenda item 
 
iii) “Highways Special” themed Parish and Town Council Conference on Saturday 19th March 2022. 
Following an enquiry by the chairman it was reported that no update reports had been received. 
 
iv) Maintenance and cleaning of road gullies. 
A Newton ward member reported issues relating to blocked drains and consequential flooding in Newton- 
with-Scales. It was explained that liaising with divisional Fylde East county councillor a 
significant improvement had been achieved in ensuring drains are now unblocked. However, 2NO drains 
on Moor Hall Lane remain blocked, have been reported and notwithstanding these the majority of drains 
are now clear and able to deal with potential flooding. 
   
b) New LCC matters.  
i) Surface water flooding/ponding, Clifton Lane, Newton-with-Scales. 
The chairman referred to this matter reported in open forum. Issues related to flooding/ponding caused by 
field drains discharging on the highway. A ditch and drain pipe that run at the rear of properties 34-52 
Clifton Green PR4 0DB leads to the south corner of the field, adjacent Clifton Lane where 2NO plastic 
pipes run from the field to a drain/grid located on the northbound side of the highway. Allegedly the run 
off contributes to the flooding in the area. It was unclear why the drains are connected to the highway 
drain/grid, whether authorised by LCC and if the authority is aware of the issue. Members agreed that LCC 
should be requested to arrange an inspection and corrective work as necessary and advise when it may be 
programmed for execution. 
 
ii) SpID deployment, Clifton Village, Fylde district. 
The chairman referred to this matter reported in open forum. A parishioner had reported that SpID 
equipment has recently been deployed on Clifton Lane/Lodge Lane, Clifton. It was agreed that council 
express it thanks to LCC for executing this work in an area perceived as problematic and that it will be 
appreciated if  LCC share the information that has been collated throughout the survey period. The chairman 
explained that the council's position regarding the deployment of a SpID is unchanged; malfunctioning 
equipment previously deployed is uneconomic to repair. 
 
iii) Bryning Lane/Grange Lane junction Newton-with-Scales - damaged footway. 
Issues were reported relating to footway sections of the highway continuing to deteriorate and maintenance 
is required as a matter of priority as it is considered detrimental to highway safety. It was agreed that LCC 
should be requested to arrange an inspection and corrective maintenance work as necessary and advise 
when it may be programmed for execution. 
 
iv) Unsatisfactory condition of highway sign, School Lane (junction of Thames Street) Newton-with-Scales 
(What3words ///member.dabbling.spreading). 
A member referred to this issue which had been recently reported to LCC. 
 
v) Beech Drive/Bryning Lane, Newton-with-Scales – careless/dangerous driving incident(s). 
A Newton ward member referred to a recently reported incident. It was agreed that if this becomes a regular 
occurrence and specific details obtained matters could be referred to the local Pcso. 
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Highways contd… 
c) Street scene matters.  
i) Relocate noticeboard from Bryning Lane, Newton-with-Scales and related improvements to enhance 
amenity in central village area.   
The chairman referred to this matter explaining it is still being dealt with by Westchurch Homes Ltd.  
ii) Dog fouling – Bryning Lane/School Lane, Newton-with-Scales.  
A member reported that Fylde council had been requested, via its district/parish liaison meetings to provide 
information relating to dog fouling issues in borough areas, together with details of any new initiatives 
which the authority can share with the parish and town councils at its next meeting. 
 
iii) Littering in parish. 
A member reported parishioners had requested and been provided with equipment to assist in their 
voluntary litter picking operation. 
 
4. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT.  
a) Planning applications. 
The chairman referred to the planning applications consultation details of which had previously circulated 
to members for observations. 
LCC/2022/0007, creation of a bund at “Moss farm”, Salwick Road, Preston, Lancashire. 
Members referred to the considerations and decision of Fylde borough council (FBC) to recommend 
planning permission is refused.  
Reference was made to the submitted observations of FBC, policies GD4, GD7 and ENV1 of the Fylde 
Local Plan to 2032 (incorporating partial review) and Paragraphs 130 and 174 b) of the National Planning 
Policy Framework. Subsequently it was Proposed, Seconded and RESOLVED that it be recommended the 
application is refused planning permission and that the county planning authority be advised accordingly; 
Members supported the decision of FBC and the council’s representation reflects this position. Generally 
it is considered that the bund, by reason of its size and scale, which is considered excessive, in combination 
with its prominent siting, would appear as a dominant, incompatible and unnatural feature that would have 
a detrimental impact on the open rural character and landscape context of the locality. The application does 
not demonstrate how these harmful visual effects would be mitigated satisfactorily and similarly fails to 
demonstrate that the design of the proposed bund would achieve the level of noise attenuation set out in the 
Acoustic Assessment as its height would not reach that referred to in paragraphs 3.7, 4.3 and Appendix A 
of that assessment.  The proposed development would introduce an obtrusive and unsympathetic feature 
which fails to respect the intrinsic amenity and attractiveness of the countryside and would cause significant 
harm to the character and appearance of the area. There are no benefits arising from the scheme which 
would outweigh this harm. Accordingly, it is considered the proposal is in conflict with the requirements 
of the above policies.  
        
22/0193 Demolition of existing stable block and construction of additional cattery building 7 “Barnacre” 
Thames street, Newton-with-Scales, Preston, Lancashire PR4 3RH. 
Following discussion it was Proposed, Seconded and RESOLVED that the local planning authority be 
advised it is recommended the application is granted planning permission. 
       
22/0136  Erection of stables for commercial use including construction of access track and vehicle parking 
area “Pathways” Blackpool road Newton-with-Scales Preston PR4 3RJ.  
Members duly considered the above application documents regarding the proposed development. 
Reference was made to policy in planning documents Fylde Local Plan to 2032 (incorporating partial 
review) and National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), previous planning applications and general site 
history.  Subsequently it was Proposed, Seconded and RESOLVED that council submit a representation to 
Fylde borough council, local planning authority planning committee (LPA) that the application should be 
refused planning permission for the following reasons;  
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i) The site is located within an Area of Separation (AOS) as designated on the Fylde Local Plan to 2032 
(incorporating partial review) Policies Map.  Referencing the most recent planning application submitted 
by the developer number 21/0667 the LPA has previously stated inter alia [All existing buildings and 
associated appurtenances falling within the red line boundary shown on drawing No. NCR/JC/PATH/02 
Rev A shall be demolished in their entirety and removed from the site before any of the dwellings hereby 
approved are first occupied. Planning permission was granted on the basis that it involves the complete 
redevelopment of the site for a new use which would have no greater impact on the AOS in comparison to 
existing use. Accordingly all existing building and appurtenances connected with the present use must be 
removed from the site to allow and justify the site’s redevelopment for the replacement residential use.] 
Consequently, it is considered the proposed development fails to meet any of the limitations where 
development can be permitted in the AOS under policy GD3d of the local plan and, accordingly, does not 
fall properly within any of the categories of development that are appropriate within this designation. 
ii) Further referencing the last planning application 21/0667 the LPA imposed a condition that required  [a 
scheme for the restoration of the whole of the existing overspill car parking area located to the northwest 
side of the site access (the extent of which is identified by dark green hatching on drawing No.  
NCR/JC/PATH/03 Rev B) to be submitted to and approved in writing by the LPA. The scheme shall provide 
for: 
a) The cessation of the existing land use within that area and the removal of all existing hardstanding, 
vehicles, advertisements and any other appurtenances connected with that use. 
b) The restoration of the land to open greenspace, including details of all surface treatment and landscaping 
works, means of enclosure and, where necessary, a schedule of the type, species, siting, planting distances 
and a programme of planting of any trees, hedges and shrubs; and 
c) A timetable for implementation.] 
iii) Moreover, approval of planning application 21/0667 imposed a condition that [before the dwelling on 
Plot 4 hereby approved is first occupied, a scheme for the retention of the existing floodlights surrounding 
the manège to the west of the site (the location of which is identified by yellow hatching on drawing No. 
NCR/JC/PATH/03 Rev B) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the LPA The scheme shall 
include: 
a) An assessment of the effects of the existing floodlighting on surrounding occupiers, both existing and 
proposed (having particular regard to the future occupiers of the dwelling on plot 4), including an analysis 
of existing luminance levels and light spillage arising from the current floodlighting. 
b) Details of any measures to mitigate the effects of light spillage towards surrounding land uses (both 
existing and proposed) including, where necessary, modifications to the height of the existing lighting 
columns, the angle of installation for the floodlights and any hoods or shields to be fitted to them. 
c) Details of the times when the floodlights will and will not be switched on.] 
It is considered that these conditions should still apply and that the proposed development fails to 
demonstrate how such measures will be achieved. 
iv) The proposed development is considered incongruous given the conditions imposed with previous 
planning permissions for development of the site. 
v) Members consider the planning statement is lacking information and the application makes inadequate 
provision for horse trailers, horse boxes, tack room and ancillary facilities usually associated with provision 
of stables, (10NO in this case) for commercial use. Members understand that a planning permission is extant 
for 4NO bungalows in addition to 1NO existing, the planning statement indicates 6NO plots and 
accordingly members consider clarification is necessary. 
It is reiterated that the planning permission relating to the previous application required the existing car 
park to revert to greenfield and the outlined parking arrangement is considered unsatisfactory. Regarding 
access provision members consider that the proposed new track is unacceptable due to its close proximity 
to rear of Plot 3 where a previous planning permission is extant for a bungalow. 
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22/0204 Request for screening opinion pursuant to the Town and Country planning (environmental impact 
assessment) regulations 2017 in respect of a 25mw solar farm, battery energy storage scheme and associated 
development at land at “Newton Grange Farm” Grange Lane, Newton-with-Scales, Preston, Lancashire 
PR4 3RS. 
Members recognised that the application is of a type  where Fylde council local planning authority is only 
obliged to undertake consultation with appropriate statutory bodies. Accordingly members appreciated 
being provided with an opportunity to submit a representation to ensure that the planning authority is fully 
aware of the council’s position with regard to specific areas of concern that require to be addressed, 
notwithstanding that members also recognise expert opinion is required to determine whether an 
Environmental Impact Assessment. (EIA) is necessary. Reference was made to policy in planning 
documents Fylde Local Plan to 2032 (incorporating partial review) and National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) and subsequently it was Proposed, Seconded and RESOLVED that council submit a 
representation to Fylde borough council, local planning authority planning committee (LPA) that, inter alia, 
its decision on the application screening opinion request should consider; 
i) Fylde Local Plan Policies CL3 and CL12.55. Area of Separation (AOS) and Environmental Impact 
Assessment. (EIA). 
CL3, member consider the LPA will need evidence on which to base  assessment in CL3 i.e. renewable and 
low carbon energy proposals within an AOS will be assessed in terms of its impact upon the effectiveness 
of the gap between the settlements in protecting the identity and distinctiveness of settlements. 
CL12.55, members consider that the LPA will need to demonstrate the special circumstances referred to in 
the Fylde Local Plan to 2032,  i.e. the framework recognises that many renewable and low carbon energy 
projects will constitute inappropriate development in the Green Belt and in the Areas of Separation between 
Kirkham and Wrea Green and between Newton and Kirkham, requiring the developer to demonstrate that 
special circumstances, such as major benefits to the environment, exist.  
ii) Highway access. 
Lancashire county council highways authority state that the most direct route to the site from the strategic 
highway network is along Parrox Lane, this is a single-track two-way carriageway. The adopted highway 
(including verges) is narrow and third party land may be required to create sufficiently wide passing places. 
Also, forward visibility at certain locations on Parrox Lane is considered an issue with regard to highway 
safety. Members do not want to see hedgerows being removed, nor the highway being widened nor an 
increased number of passing places as this will be detrimental to the rural amenity and result in a more 
urbanised appearance. The highway is used on a regular basis by parishioners and others for leisure and 
recreational purposes e.g.  cycling, horse riding, walking &c. Consequently a thorough assessment is 
necessary for an effective and safe use of Parrox Lane by existing users to continue, part of which council 
recommends will include deployment of a banksman should construction be permitted. Various locations 
within Newton-with-Clifton parish and particularly areas of Newton-with-Scales suffer from significant 
flooding issues arising from antiquated and inadequate sewerage infrastructure. Parrox Lane frequently 
floods when surface water from the village, drains through a culvert under the highway and into the fields 
adjacent to the proposed development site. Some of this infrastructure is under the proposed development 
site and does not directly join any watercourse. 
iii) Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 
The proposed development is in close proximity to SSSI and as a consequence a detailed  assessment is 
required of the potential environmental impact of the proposed development. The LPA should establish the 
proposals for enhancing the natural environment to mitigate the disturbance to flora and fauna given the 
site is close to two sites with SSSI designation, namely Newton Marsh and the Ribble Estuary. 
It is understood a minimum 10% improvement in biodiversity is required but often 40% upwards is 
achieved dependent on measures proposed by a developer. 
iv) Battery storage. 
Members will appreciate clarification of this aspect of the proposed development to address perceived 
inconsistences between the application and information provided as part of the public consultation when it 
was inferred there would not be any battery storage 
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v) Agricultural land classification. 
Members will appreciate clarification of the land classification to address perceived inconsistences between 
the application and information acquired as part of the public consultation. 
vi) Consultation. 
Consultation is considered incomplete, specifically a new housing development off Woodlands Close, 
Newton-with-Scales PR4 3NG and in close proximity to the development site did not receive the 
information brochure circulated by the developer, and this situation remains the same notwithstanding that 
the developer has previously been made aware of the issue. 
vii) Site address. 
The planning application location is incorrectly addressed, notwithstanding that the developer has been 
provided with correct detail. Therefore, an amendment is required to prevent potential complications should 
planning permission be granted.  
 
b) Fylde Borough Council Planning Committee (LPA) planning decisions/notifications and parish 
communications/notifications/ recommendations.  
A Clifton ward member and borough councillor referred to planning applications being considered by the 
LPA. Some conflicting opinions prevailed between LPA officers/members relating to the requirement to 
attend planning committee meetings and expound on parish council representations. It was explained that 
when a LPA case officer is minded to grant or refuse a proposed development planning permission, and 
when this is contrary to the parish council recommendation, the matter is referred to the LPA’s planning 
committee. At this stage parish council consultation responses are often abbreviated as part of a report by 
the application case officer and therefore required further explanation. Consequently, in this circumstance 
it was agreed that the LPA be requested ensure the parish council's observations are duly considered, 
recorded in full and not otherwise abridged as part of a report. 
            
5. PARKS AND OPEN SPACES.                                                                
a) Parks, open spaces, rural area grass verges, grass-cutting contract, receive report from authorised 
officer/liaison member in respect of the parks and open spaces maintenance contract.  
The authorised officer/liaison member in respect of the contract reported maintenance is ongoing subject 
to prevailing weather conditions.  Following recent communications between the authorised officer/liaison 
member, contractor and the clerk it was agreed; 
i) Rebated fuel. 
The clerk reported that from 1st April 2022, rebated diesel (known as red diesel) and rebated biofuels will 
no longer be allowed to be used as they are currently. The contractor had advised that as a consequence of 
having to use white diesel for certain grass cutting operations additional costs will be incurred and requested 
council to consider this position. Council determined that this increased cost should be met within the 
annual retail price index (RPI) contact increase.  
ii) Newton Hall Park – grass cutting. 
The authorised officer/liaison member advised regarding the area where trees have recently been planted. 
Apparently the usual maintenance equipment could not now be used due to insufficient open space. 
Maintenance  is now to be executed using a mower and consequently this increases operational time. The 
authorised officer/liaison member agreed to inspect the site in due course and subsequently report details. 
 
b) Flower/Shrub beds maintenance contract - receive report from authorised officer/liaison member in 
respect of the flower/shrub beds maintenance contract.  
The authorised officer/liaison member in respect of the contract reported maintenance is ongoing, subject  
to prevailing weather conditions, in accordance with the contract conditions and specifications.  
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i) Flower/shrub beds composting.  
Members referred to the contractor using horse manure to improve the quality of soil in flower/shrub beds.  
It was considered that the compost had not properly decayed and members agreed that the authorised 
officer/liaison member will request the contractor to cease such maintenance operations.  
 
ii) Flower and shrub beds construction. 
The authorised officer/liaison member reported the wood surrounds of a number of the flower/shrub beds 
are rotten and require to be replaced, preferably with a more durable product.  
Discussion ensued and it was agreed that the council’s contract working group will assess this and other 
displays as part of a comprehensive review. Generally many flower bed displays require to be assessed for 
refurbishment, possibly using recycled product for surrounds. 
 
c) Friends of Newton Community Park (FoNCP) receive report, if any, from member.  
The chairman referred to the previously circulated report by council’s FoNCP representative which was 
taken as read. 
     
d) Parish tree planting, pruning, replacement &c - various locations. 
i) Ash dieback disease. 
The chairman referred to this matter. The clerk advised replies had still to be received from Lancashire 
county council and Fylde council (District/Parish liaison) subsequent to council correspondence referencing 
trees identified with Ash dieback currently assessed as requiring urgent attention. 
 
ii)  Fylde council “15 trees 15 Parishes” initiative. 
The chairman referred to this item and it was agreed all related matters had now been completed. 
 
iii) Tree planting – 105 saplings/whipps supplied by Woodlands Trust, replacement arising from dieback 
disease that is affecting Ash trees.  
A Newton ward member reported contractor advice that [trees that have been planted in Clifton need the 
tree straps changing for larger ones, they have been put on incorrectly with no spacer between the tree and 
the post and are starting to chaff on the bark in the wind, eventually resulting in a dead tree. Excess timber 
on the tree stakes need cutting off and maybe consider using strim guards before the grass contractor starts, 
another method is spraying a neat weed-killer circle around them] 
A Clifton ward member agreed to arrange an inspection and corrective work as necessary. Notwithstanding 
this issue it was agreed all related work had now been completed. 
 
iv) Trees on Thames Street and in proximity to Newton Hall Park southerly entrance. 
The chairman reported; 
a) 2NO trees had been marked by persons unknown but presumed to be LCC. 
b) 1NO tree with a large branch that required to be removed subsequent to storm damage - located at the 

south of Newton Hall Park, School Lane, Newton-with-Scales PR4 3RT - to the right of the rear 
entrance (opposite the "Barnacre" cattery). The area required to be made safe and tree maintenance 
executed as a matter of urgency. 

c) 1NO Oak tree reported by a parishioner and posted on social media following discussion apparently 
with an LCC officer. 

d) A Clifton ward member reported trees at William Pickles Park that required branches to be removed. 
The branches were relatively small and maintenance was not considered urgent. 
 

It was agreed that arrangements be made for a local contractor to arrange an inspection and maintenance as 
necessary of the tree listed as (b). 
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Parks contd… 
 
e) Provision of CCTV, Newton Hall Park, School Lane, Newton-with-Scales.  
The chairman referred to this item. The clerk advised Black Box Security Alarm Systems Limited had 
submitted its invoice for 4G mobile router installed within the CCTV cabinet at Newton Hall Park at the 
setup cost of £250.00 + vat and £585.00 (adjusted pro rata) + vat per annum for the data (5 GIG limit). 
Moreover, the clerk reported correspondence from Advantis Credit a debt recovery firm engaged by BT. 
Originally council had contracted with BT and placed an order for a supply sold by BT as a bundle including 
landline, Business Smart Hub 2 superfast, Hybrid connect equipment, broadband router and Huawei dongle. 
Arising from various engineering and technical reasons BT was unable to execute the work associated with 
the council's order for a telephone line and broadband. None of the multiple business products supplied 
relating to the order for a telephone line and broadband had been used and were returned as packaged and 
related direct debit arrangements were cancelled. The clerk explained that communication is underway with 
BT and the recovery agents, however the clerk expressed concern that a debt recovery firm had been 
engaged relating to an account  recorded incorrectly as Francis Wilson T/A Newton-with-Clifton parish 
council, with private details including address and the potential to adversely affect personal credit rating. It 
was agreed  that as this matter is progressed it should be considered under finance and accounts and 
notwithstanding this issue all related CCTV matters had now been completed. 
 
f) Provision of football goals and nets at Newton Hall Park, School Lane, Newton-with-Scales  and William 
Pickles Park, Clifton Lane, Clifton. 
Following a Clifton ward member enquiry the clerk advised 2NO quotes had been received from local 
contractors for fitting and installation of the football goals and fixing ground sockets i.e. £760 plus vat and 
£1096 plus vat respectively. Following discussion the chairman agreed to obtain a further quote from a 
local contractor.  
 
g) Use of playing field, and ancillary facilities, adjacent Newton-with-Clifton Village Hall.  
The chairman thanked the Newton ward member/NWCVH management committee council nominated 
management trustee for the recent update referencing; 
1 NWCVH committee remains in good financial health with a carry-over of £27K last calendar year. 
However this is due to astute claiming of available grants (including the recent successful claim that the 
Parish Council was copied into) of £29K. Otherwise they would have gone into the red and sought funding 
from the parish council. NWCVH committee  has reduced the running costs of the hall and based on current 
take up would be breaking even in most years. However they would seek to share costs of any future large 
capital items with the parish council and understand that the annual report would be the mechanism to flag 
these up to the council. Likely items will include heating for the hall. 
2. Insurance and grass cutting operations including removal of arisings related to the additional cuts for 
Kirkham juniors football club (KJFC). Grass cutting has just restarted and KJFC will be reminded of both 
points. 
3. The Village Hall Committee were supportive of the proposed jubilee flagpole/flag being sited at the 
village hall, subject to agreement of its precise siting. In principle the scouts will manage the raising and 
lowering of the flag although the parish council will want to be clear whether this is daily or less frequently. 
The Newton ward member/NWCVH committee, council nominated management trustee reported matters 
are ongoing and will be considered further at its AGM scheduled for Friday 22nd April 2022 commencing 
now at 1930hrs. 
A Newton ward member expressed a view that the NWCVH committee should be less reliant on potential 
finance from the council and be more pro-active in marketing the facility and generating more revenue 
income. Discussion ensued relating to grass cutting arrangements. It was confirmed that the council’s 
contractor is not executing any additional maintenance and it was agreed maintenance arrangements 
between NWCVH committee /KJFC still required to be clarified and formalised. 
      
h) Newton Hall Park, - weedkilling sensory garden. 
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Parks contd… 
 
The chairman referred to this matter and it was explained weed-killing, in proximity to the millennium 
circle and its blocked paving, had been executed. 
 
i) bp and EnBW Morgan offshore wind farm. 
The chairman referred to recent communications from Dalcour Maclaren  relating to the above matter.  
A Newton ward member advised being unrelated to the correspondent with the same surname. The 
chairman advised receiving a similar letter as occupier of land in the “cables corridor” Subsequent to 
council communications the firm had addressed points; relating to "non-intrusive walkover surveys", 
Newton Hall Park being one of a number in the locality that will be similarly surveyed, and possible 
complications relating the property under review being dedicated as a "public playing field and recreation 
ground for the benefit of the inhabitants of the parish and thereabouts", with Fields in Trust (FIT, previously 
National Playing Fields Association) in celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
II in 2012. It was recognised that the company could rely on statutory powers to access the land and arrange 
the survey. In conclusion it was Proposed, Seconded and RESOLVED that council permit access for the 
purposes of the survey in accordance with the terms and conditions outlined in the licence 
     
6. FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS.  
a) Approve invoices for payment.  
i) List 1.  
The chairman referred to this item and it was Proposed, Seconded and RESOLVED that the following  
invoices be paid:  
 
Black Box Security Alarm Systems         Supply and installation of 5G mobile router to  
Limited          CCTV cabinet and monitoring charge to         £ 506.63 
                September 2022 Newton Hall Park,            Vat £101.33    £607.96   

      School Lane, Newton-with-Scales. 
 
T.  Pawson T/A PDQ Garden                  Tree planting William Pickles Park, Clifton.     £240.00                    
Services.                                                                                                   Vat £48.00    £288.00 
 
HSBC                     Account maintenance & transaction charges  
              31st January 2022 to 27th February 2022.                 £10.00 
 
Lancashire Association of Local             Subscription 2022/23                                         £476.70 
Councils (LALC)                                     Publications                                                         £17.00 
                                                                 Contribution to Area Secretary Honorarium.      £19.00   £512.70 
             
Society of Local Council Clerks/            Subscription 2022/23                                                         £144.00 
 
Paul Gregory T/a Acer Contracts            Flower & shrub beds and floral displays          £991.25  

     March 2022.          Vat £198.25   £1189.50  
 
T.  Pawson T/A PDQ Garden                 Grass cutting contract maintenance                £1748.00                    
Services.                                                  March  2022.                                    Vat £349.60   £2097.60 

          £4849.76 
 
ii) Invoice reported at meeting.  
The clerk reported the following details (copy invoice had previously been circulated to members) and it 
was Proposed, Seconded and RESOLVED payment is authorised.  
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Finance contd…      
                                      
W J Sanderson and Sons Ltd.                 Hedge cutting, playing field adjacent Newton-   £66.67.      ____ 
                     -with-Clifton village hall, Vicarage Lane     Vat £13.33     £80.00       
b) Management of contracts.  
i) Consider chairman’s report.  
The chairman advised that contract review work is ongoing.  
 
7. QUEEN’S JUBILEE, DISTRICT PARISH LIAISON MEETING ITEM MONDAY 20TH 
SEPTEMBER 2021, REQUEST PARISHES  SHARE IDEAS.  
Subsequent to a an enquiry by a Newton ward member it was explained it is intended that 1st Clifton scouts 
group will manage the flag display in accordance with recognised protocol and that the flag will be flown 
every day, be flown at half-mast in accordance with the usual conventions and lowered when unsuitable 
weather conditions prevail. Following an enquiry by the chairman the clerk confirmed that the flagpole and 
flag had not yet been ordered due to information still being required from members. The clerk confirmed 
that in addition to the quotes received, for supply and installation of flagpole and union flag, two local 
contractors had been requested to provide quotes for installation of the flagpole. Following discussion it 
was agreed that in view of the installation complications and potential insurance and warranty issues council 
progress the matter with a contractor able to supply and install the flagpole and flag. Subsequently it was 
Proposed, Seconded and RESOLVED that council accept the quote referenced 3419CB dated 17/03/2022 
from Flagpole Express; 
6m fiberglass flagpole                         £314.00 
2 yard hand sewn union flag                 £62.90 
Delivery & installation at PR4 3RX   £340.00 
Vat       £143.38 
Total       £860.28 
 
The clerk provided the chairman with the 2NO Queen's Green Canopy Plaques previously ordered as 
authorised by council. 
 
8. COMMUNITY LIBRARY INITIATIVE – CONSIDER RECENT COMMUNICATIONS. 
The chairman referred to this item and agreed to communicate with the organiser in respect of points 
previously circulated to members and raised by the clerk. Moreover, the chairman agreed to communicate 
with Westchurch Homes Ltd regarding related improvements to enhance amenity in a central village area 
where it is also proposed to locate the community library. 
 
9. HONOURS BOARDS PREVIOUS COUNCIL CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN’S REGALIA - 
CONSIDER CHAIRMAN’S OBSERVATIONS. 
Subsequent to the chairman’s enquiry the clerk advised; 
i) The Joinery Supervisor at a local company had declined the work on the basis of current workload and 
not being able to indicate when the job could be completed - apparently a situation likely to persist for an 
indefinite period. 
ii) The joinery contractor had recommended another joiner and subsequent to providing details of the 
required work a response has still to be received. 
iii) Another company that has previously been contacted has still to provide a quote for manufacture of a 
new board, by a joinery contractor used by the company. The vinyl graphics to be executed by the company 
had been indicated at less that £200. 
iv) 2NO other local contractors had been provided with details of the required work and responses have 
still to be received. 
v) A local contractor had been provided with details and quoted a  price of £148.00 plus vat £29.60 total of 
£177.60 for updating the board.                                    
vi) Ordering a honours board through online suppliers is likely to cost between £600 and £800 depending 
on specifications.            -12-         contd… 



 

 

Honours board contd… 
 
A Clifton ward  member advised of a joinery contact and the clerk explained specification details will be 
provided in due course 
 
10. ANY OTHER MATTERS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY.  
a) Councillor communications. 
Members referred to email communications, and when communications clearly require a response, the need 
to reply to these in order that issues might be progressed.  
 
b) Date of next meeting.  
It was agreed that the annual council meeting be scheduled for Thursday 5th May 2022 commencing at 
c.7:15 p.m. at Newton-with-Clifton village hall and via Zoom. There being no further business the chairman 
declared the Meeting closed at 21:30 hrs.                 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

      Chairman 
-                                         
 

 
5th May 2022  
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