
 

 

NEWTON-WITH-CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL 
  
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 3rd March 2022 commencing at 7.15 p.m. at Newton-with-Clifton 
village hall and via Zoom.  
  
Chair:  Councillor Mrs. B. Duckworth (chairman).  
Councillors: S. Baugh, Mrs. J. C. Benson, Mrs. G. Bevan, A. Metcalf, Mrs J. McCormick, P. Morgan. 
Borough/County Councillor: None.  
Police: None. 
Member of the public: Five.  
 
The chairman welcomed members of  the public explaining that the convened meeting was an ordinary 
face-to-face/in person meeting of the council and also via Zoom, advised that comments or observations 
from members of the public are invited to be made in the open forum session prior to the meeting and that 
it would be appropriate to restrict these comments and observations to a three minute time limit. The 
chairman emphasised that questions or comments from the public area will not be permitted during the 
meeting. The venue had been set up to by a member of the Newton-with-Clifton Village Hall Management 
Committees complying with COVID-19 secure requirements.  
  
a) FORUM.  
i) A583/Blackpool Road, Newton-with-Scales hedge cutting.  
ii) New Hey Lane/Moor Hall Lane, School Lane, Newton-with-Scales hedge cutting. 
Parishioners referred to recent hedgerow maintenance work executed in the above locality resulting in 
hedge debris being left on the highway.  The chairman thanked parishioners explaining that the matter will 
be formally considered under the highways and transportation agenda item. 
 
iii) Solar Farm, Newton-with-Scales, Bluefield Renewable Developments Ltd proposed planning 
application. 
The chairman referred to recent communications relating to this item and explained that  the scheduled in-
person presentation event had been cancelled by representatives of Bluefield Renewable Developments 
Ltd.  A parishioner referred to a recent communication to the council  (a copy of which had previously been 
circulated to members) and read aloud its content. The chairman explained the in-person Bluefield public 
consultation event is still scheduled to proceed on Thursday 10th March between 2pm to 7pm. Ahead of 
this public consultation council was endeavouring to arrange a mutually convenient face-to-face briefing. 
The chairman explained protocol for members consideration of planning applications, it was agreed council 
accept a parishioner offer to produce a list of questions to put to the developer prior to the briefing.  
 
iv) Accumulation of detritus, litter &c A583/Blackpool Road, Newton-with-Clifton. 
A parishioner referred to the above issue. It was explained that the highway within the parish was in a 
reasonable condition but was less so outside of the parish boundary. Following a parishioner enquiry the 
clerk indicated there was little likelihood council could influence effecting highway issues outside its area.  
The chairman thanked the parishioner explaining that the matter will be formally considered under the 
highways and transportation agenda item. 
 
v) Bus shelter littering/vegetation, A583/Blackpool Road (Bryning Lane/ westbound) - amenity and 
highway safety cleansing. 
A parishioner referred to the above issue. The chairman thanked the parishioner explaining that the matter 
will be formally considered under the highways and transportation agenda item.                         

         
1. PROCEDURAL MATTERS.  
a) Apologies for Absence.  
An apology for absence was received from Councillor P. Collins. 
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Procedural matters contd… 
 
b) Chairman's communications.  
i) Community Governance Review: Newton-with-Clifton. 
The chairman referred to the above matter and recent correspondence with Fylde borough council (FBC) 
subsequent to communication from Treales, Roseacre and Wharles (TRW) council. Following 
representations by TRW the topic paper NC1 - an adjustment in the boundary between Newton-with-Clifton 
and TRW moving it eastwards to the Lancaster canal is to be removed from the formal consultation by 
FBC. The chairman referred to the previous council resolution on Thursday 13th January 2022 and the 
clerk advised that resolutions should stand for six months and should not be reversed within this period 
except by a special motion, to be submitted in accordance with protocol outlined in council standing orders. 
Moreover, in view of the fact that the existing boundary is to remain in-situ and NC1 is not to be included 
in the formal consultation a new resolution was therefore, in the opinion of the clerk, unnecessary. 
 
ii) Newton-with-Clifton and Salwick Field-Day 2022. 
The chairman referred to the a recent communication relating to the above matter and agreed to officially 
open the event, take part in the parade, accompanied by a Newton ward member, and will also prepare a 
communiqué for the Field-Day programme. 
 
iii) Newton-with-Clifton Village Hall committee (NWCVHC) - tables. 
The chairman reported a borough councillor request to use some equipment for a charitable fund raising 
event to help civilian refugees of the Ukraine war. The chairman agreed to refer the matter to NWCVHC. 
 
c) Declarations of interest.  
The chairman reminded members at the commencement of the meeting that any direct or indirect pecuniary, 
prejudicial or other interest should be declared in accordance with the requirements of council’s Standing 
Orders and the revised Code of Conduct adopted on 9th November 2012 in compliance with The Localism 
Act 2011.  Accordingly the following direct or indirect, pecuniary, prejudicial or other interest were made;  
Councillor Mrs. J. C. Benson formally Declared an Interest relating to Hornbies Foundation-Hornbies 
Newton Charity agenda item and would not participate in the discussion or any voting thereon. 
Councillor Mrs. G. Bevan formally Declared an Interest relating to the Friends of Newton Community Park 
(FoNCP) agenda items and would not participate in the discussion or any voting thereon. 
Councillor Mrs. B. Duckworth (chairman) formally Declared an Interest relating to the Friends of Newton 
Community Park (FoNCP) agenda items and would not participate in the discussion or any voting thereon.  
Councillor Mrs. B. Duckworth (chairman) formally Declared an Interest relating to Newton Residents 
Association finance matters, if any, and would not participate in the discussion or any voting thereon. 
Councillor Mrs. J. McCormick formally Declared an Interest with regard to any finance related Friends of 
Newton Community Park (FoNCP) matters and would not participate in the discussion or any voting 
thereon.  
        
d) Signing of Minutes.  
i) Council meeting, Thursday 3rd February 2022.   
The chairman put it to council that the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 3rd February 2022 as 
circulated, be approved and signed by the chairman as a correct record. It was Proposed, Seconded and 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 3rd February 2022 be approved and signed 
by the chairman as a correct record.  
 
e) Matters arising from minutes.  
i) Maintenance and cleaning of road gullies. 
A Newton ward member reported issues relating to blocked drains and consequential flooding in Newton 
with Scales.  
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Matters arising contd… 
 
Notwithstanding an assurance from Lancashire county council highways authority (LCC), that inspections 
and necessary maintenance would be executed, problems continue with these previously reported gullies. 
Moreover a number of LCC communications were considered at best inconsistent and at worst 
disingenuous. Thirteen malfunctioning drains, reported in early 2022, remain blocked. Similarly, additional 
blocked gullies have been reported and flooding/ponding is still an issue in all these areas. It was agreed 
that the council should refer the matter again to LCC and that the matter be escalated to its cabinet member 
for highways and transportation and the divisional Fylde East county councillor. 
 
f) Newton-with-Clifton Uncontested parish election 2nd May 2019, consider correspondence relating to 
interest expressed in office of councillor vacancies. 
The chairman referred to recent communications and formal application relating to the above matter. 
Members observations were invited and following discussion it was subsequently Proposed, Seconded and 
unanimously RESOLVED that Mark Richardson be co-opted as member for Clifton Ward. 
         
2.  PARISH COMMUNICATION, SOCIAL MEDIA, GOVERNANCE. 
a) Consider website development, receive report by chairman.  
The chairman reported the following items had been included on the website; 
i)  Lancashire county council information regarding temporary road closures.  
ii) Garden waste collection service 2022/23. 
iii) A Newton ward member referred to the Fylde council “15 trees for 15 parishes” initiative recently 
completed by the parish council and the chairman agreed to include this information on the website. 
iv) A Newton ward member referred to Fylde council discoverfylde.co.uk that promotes various events 
including the Queen’s platinum jubilee. The chairman agreed to include this information on the website. 
 
b) Hornbies Foundation - Hornbies Newton Charity (HFHNC), invitation to attend council meeting.  
The chairman advised an update is anticipated subsequent to the HFHNC meeting scheduled for 
Wednesday 9th March 2022. 
          
3. HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION.  
a) Ongoing Lancashire County Council (LCC) matters; including parish highway safety, Newton-with-   
Clifton.    
i) Vehicle parking and waiting restrictions, Bryning Lane, Hill Crescent, School Lane, Newton-with-Scales.  
The chairman referred to this matter advising it is being addressed by Lancashire constabulary and the Pcso 
had been provided with photographs of specific incidents. On a related policing matter a Newton ward 
member reported District/Parish liaison discussions regarding Kirkham Police Station front counter being  
reopened to the public for certain services to members of the public Monday to Friday between 9am and 
1pm. Also changes have been introduced to the local policing model including a dedicated neighbourhood 
team and extra officers and resources delivering additional capacity for proactive police work. The 
chairman agreed to include this information on the website. 
 
ii) Public footpath NOS.6/7.  
As members could not provide any update the chairman explained the matter will remain an agenda item 
 
iii) Outline application for up to 50 No dwellings (all matters reserved other than access)” at Land off 
Woodlands Close, Newton with Scales in accordance with the terms of the application, Ref 16/0554, dated 
22 July 2016,  
The chairman referred to the above matter and the related condition imposed in order to promote sustainable 
travel and alleviate queueing.  
LCC highways authority has requested off-site highway works that had still to be provided in accordance 
with the secured Unilateral Undertaking. 
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Highways contd… 
 
Improvements include upgrading of the east and west bound bus stops on the A583, upgrading the traffic 
signals at the junction of the A583/Bryning Lane /New Hey Lane, Newton-with-Scales to include a new 
signal controller, and pedestrian facilities. It was agreed that the matter should be referred again to LCC 
and that the matter be escalated to its cabinet member for highways and transportation and the divisional 
Fylde East county councillor. 
   
b) New LCC matters.  
i) A583/Blackpool Road, Newton-with-Scales hedge cutting.  
ii) New Hey Lane/Moor Hall Lane, School Lane, Newton-with-Scales hedge cutting.  
The chairman referred to the above issues, previously raised in open forum, when it was contended that the 
work was executed in a negligent and careless manner by the deployed contractor(s) operating machinery 
which discharged hedge debris that was subsequently left on the highway. As a consequence this caused 
problems to cyclists, pedestrians, some walking their dogs and drivers of vehicles. No information was 
available in respect of who for arranged/executed the work. The clerk explained that in Fylde borough 
cleansing associated with highway safety, as opposed to highway amenity, is executed by Fylde borough 
council (FBC) on behalf of LCC.  It was agreed that FBC/LCC should be requested to arrange an inspection, 
corrective work as necessary and advise when it may be programmed for execution. 
 
iii) Accumulation of detritus, litter &c .A583/Blackpool Road, Newton-with-Clifton. 
The chairman referred to the above issue, previously raised in open forum. It was agreed that the highway 
within the parish was in a reasonable condition but apparently was less so outside of the parish boundary. 
Member understood that cleansing, associated with highway safety, as opposed to highway amenity, in 
Fylde is executed by Fylde borough council (FBC) on behalf of Lancashire county council (LCC). It was 
agreed that FBC/LCC should be requested to arrange an inspection, corrective work as necessary and advise 
when it may be programmed for execution. 
 
iv) Bridleway NO12. 
The chairman reported  complaints relating to issues with a fence blocking the bridleway to the east side of 
Thames Street. It is alleged the farmer/owner/occupier of land adjacent the path has erected an electric 
stock proof fence, without any warning signage, that also deters users of the bridleway. It was agreed that 
LCC highways/Public Rights of Way Team be requested to arrange an inspection/investigation, together 
with appropriate reinstatement work and advise when it may be programmed for execution. 
 
v) “Highways Special” themed Parish and Town Council Conference on Saturday 19th March 2022. 
The chairman referred to the above event that may be attended in person or virtually. Members did not 
indicate their likely attendance and the chairman suggested, and it was agreed, that a list of related highway 
issues be provided to divisional Fylde East county councillor. 
 
c) Street scene matters.  
i) Relocate noticeboard from Bryning Lane, Newton-with-Scales and related improvements to enhance 
amenity in central village area.                                       
The chairman referred to this matter explaining it is still being dealt with by Westchurch Homes Ltd.  
 
ii) Dog fouling – Bryning Lane/School Lane, Newton-with-Scales.  
The chairman referred to this issue and it was agreed Fylde council be again requested to display 
advisory/penalty signage on the multi-use games area (MUGA) to deter dog owners/walkers inappropriate 
use of the facility.  
 
iii) Bus shelter indiscriminate disposal of litter and general vegetation, A583/Blackpool Road (Bryning 
Lane/ westbound) - amenity and highway safety cleansing. 
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Highways contd… 
 
The chairman referred to the above issue previously raised in open forum, relating to the unsatisfactory 
condition of the shelter arising from indiscriminate disposal of litter and general vegetation. Consequently,  
there is a perception that the condition and amenity of the shelter is deteriorating.  
 
It was agreed to request Fylde council to arrange an inspection, corrective maintenance work as necessary 
and advise when it may be programmed for execution. 
 
iv) Great British Spring Clean 2022. 
A Newton ward member referred to the above initiative and the chairman agreed to include this information 
on the website together with general information relating to parish litter picking initiatives.. 
 
v) Street scene matters, Moor Hall Lane, Newton-with-Scales PR4 3RX, damaged street nameplate. 
The chairman referred to the above item and it was confirmed Fylde council had been requested to arrange 
an inspection, corrective work and advise when it may be programmed for execution. 
 
vi) Driving instruction. 
A member referred to a perceived increase in learner driver instruction in Clifton Village that sometimes 
could be problematic to parishioners. It was recognised that the area  is part of a driving instruction route 
and that specific information is required e.g. dates/times, driving school, photographs &c to assess the scale 
of the problem and consider whether referral to the proper authorities  is justified . 
 
4. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT.  
a) Planning applications. 
i) Following the chairman’s enquiry the clerk confirmed Fylde council local planning authority has not 
consulted on any further applications. 
b) Fylde Borough Council Planning Committee planning decisions/notifications and parish 
communications/notifications/ recommendations.  
None reported. 
            
5. PARKS AND OPEN SPACES.                                                                
a) Parks, open spaces, rural area grass verges, grass-cutting contract, receive report from authorised 
officer/liaison member in respect of the parks and open spaces maintenance contract.  
The authorised officer/liaison member in respect of the contract reported maintenance is ongoing subject 
to prevailing weather conditions.  
 
b) Flower/Shrub beds maintenance contract - receive report from authorised officer/liaison member in 
respect of the flower/shrub beds maintenance contract.  
The authorised officer/liaison member in respect of the contract reported maintenance is ongoing, subject 
to prevailing weather conditions, in accordance with the contract conditions and specifications.  
 
c) Friends of Newton Community Park (FoNCP) receive report, if any, from member.  
The chairman referred to the previously circulated report by council’s FoNCP representative which was 
taken as read. The chairman reported the sensory garden working group, executives from Westinghouse, 
and North West in Bloom and additional volunteers had planted sixteen fruit trees. Following a suggestion 
by the chairman the authorised officer/liaison member in respect of the parks and open spaces maintenance 
contract agreed to notify the council’s contractor with regard to future  park maintenance.   
  
d) Parish tree planting, pruning, replacement &c - various locations. 
i) Ash dieback disease.   
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Parks contd…  
 
The chairman referred to recent correspondence from cabinet member for environment & climate change 
on behalf of Lancashire county council highways (LCC). The council had reported to LCC 2NO trees on 
land at the junction of Preston Old Road and Silver Street, Clifton PR4 0ZA. LCC’s  arboriculture officer 
visited the site in December 2021 to assess the condition of the trees and their location.  At present the land 
does not form part of the adopted highway and as such is outside the responsibility of LCC and the authority 
not obliged to undertake maintenance to the trees. LCC’s arboriculture officer has reported that  “whilst 
there are signs of die back within the ash trees, they do not present a danger to highway users or pedestrians 
at this time, and we would not consider removing them if we were accountable for them at present, but 
would continue to monitor for any signs of deterioration”. Council considered related matters and the clerk 
explained that LCC had been requested to provide additional information to address the previously reported 
issues that remain outstanding; 
a) Given that LCC is on occasions required to identify residents or owner/occupiers of land in dealing with 
dieback issues it is presumed that the authority has access to relevant public records. Moreover, LCC may 
already have a business account/arrangement with HM Land Registry. Accordingly when LCC "engage 
with local councils" will it provide such information to those parish councils prepared assist in addressing 
Ash dieback issues? 
b) As previously indicated the land known as "Clifton triangle" located at the junction of Preston Old 
Road/Silver Street, Clifton PR4 0ZA is unregistered but there will be other areas of land where residents 
or owner/occupiers of land is unknown and matters will be better expedited if LCC share any available 
information. 
c) Has LCC applied for grant funding from central government or other bodies towards the cost of executing 
ash dieback maintenance? If not, will LCC apply for grant funding from central government or other bodies 
towards the cost of executing ash dieback maintenance? 
d) Will the aforementioned engagement with local councils  allow any such grant funding obtained by LCC 
to be allocated to parish and town councils prepared to execute maintenance locally?  
 
A Newton ward member reported 11NO trees had been identified for prioritisation and council agreed that 
LCC should be provided with a list of trees identified with Ash dieback that currently are  assessed as 
requiring urgent attention. Subsequent to further deliberations council agreed not to submit a Rural 
Payments countryside stewardship grant application  
 
ii)  Fylde council “15 trees 15 Parishes” initiative. 
A Clifton ward member reported the scheduled planting had been completed. It was agreed that council 
formally expresses its appreciation and thanks in recognition of the work recently executed on a voluntary 
basis by the 1st Clifton scout group. 
 
iii) Tree planting – 105 saplings/whipps supplied by Woodlands Trust, replacement arising from dieback 
disease that is affecting Ash trees.  
A Clifton ward member explained that work remains ongoing at locations as previously agreed; Clifton 
Lane, adjacent William Pickles Park, Clifton, open space area adjacent Dixon’s Farm Mews, Clifton and 
William Pickles Park, southerly boundary with Dixon’s Farm Mews, Clifton. 
 
e) Provision of CCTV, Newton Hall Park, School Lane, Newton-with-Scales.  
The chairman referred  to CCTV remote access and monitoring and previous supplier advice  that in the 
event of any failure or outages the company would be instantly aware and notify the council. 
Notwithstanding this assurance the chairman suggested, and it was agreed, the supplier should be requested 
to provide a more specific assurance in respect of regular periodic confirmations that the system has 
operated as required and when necessary to provide details to the contrary relating to any malfunction or 
other issues.             
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Parks contd…  
 
f) Provision of football goals and nets at Newton Hall Park, School Lane, Newton-with-Scales  and William 
Pickles Park, Clifton Lane, Clifton. 
Following a Clifton ward member enquiry the clerk advised a quote had still to be received from a local 
contractor for fitting and installation of the football goals and fixing ground sockets. 
 
g) Use of playing field, and ancillary facilities, adjacent Newton-with-Clifton Village Hall (NWCVH).  
A Newton ward member/NWCVHC council nominated management trustee reported matters are ongoing 
and will be considered further at meetings scheduled for Friday 1st April 2022 and an AGM scheduled for 
Friday 22nd April commencing at 1830hrs.  
             
h) Hedge maintenance - playing field adjacent Newton-with-Clifton village hall, Vicarage Lane, Newton-
with-Scales.  
A Clifton ward member reported work had been executed and an invoice in the sum of £80 will be issued 
in due course. 

        
i) Newton Hall Park, School Lane, Newton-with-Scales - brambles encroachment.  
j) William Pickles Park, Clifton Lane, Clifton, - brambles encroachment.  
The chairman referred to the above outstanding matters.  
The council’s authorised officer/liaison member, parks and open spaces contract advised that work will be 
executed  by a local contractor in due course, avoiding the main breeding season for nesting birds, which 
usually runs throughout March to August each year. 
 
k) Trees, William Pickles Park, Clifton. 
The chairman referred to this issue details of which had previously been reported. Following an enquiry 
the clerk advised a contractor quote for the work had still to be received. The authorised officer/liaison 
member, grass cutting contract,  agreed to liaise for a local contractor to provide a quote for maintenance 
of the trees on William Pickles Park that allegedly are encroaching on privately owned land and buildings. 
 
l) Newton Hall Park, - weedkilling sensory garden. 
Subsequent to a Newton ward member reporting the above issues it was Proposed Seconded and  
RESOLVED the authorised officer/liaison member flower and shrub beds contract obtain quotes for weed-
killing for the millennium circle and its blocked paving. 
      
6. FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS.  
a) Approve invoices for payment.  
i) List 1.  
The chairman referred to this item and it was Proposed, Seconded and RESOLVED that the following  
invoices be paid:  
 
*B&M Stores         Tree planting compost.         £36.00 
*Reimbursement to Councillor S. Baugh. 
 
Woody's Group Ltd        Tree stakes/ties.                        £75.00 

         Vat £15.00    £90.00 
HSBC                     Account maintenance & transaction charges  

     31st December 2021 to 30th January 2022.                 £23.00  
 
SJ Electrical Services         Installation, removal and storage of 2NO  
                            Christmas trees lights 2021/22                                          £440.00 

         c/fwd… £589.00 
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Finance contd…                   b/fwd… £589.00 
 
Paul Gregory T/a Acer Contracts            Flower & shrub beds and floral displays          £991.25  

     February 2022.          Vat £198.25   £1189.50  
 
T.  Pawson T/A PDQ Garden                 Grass cutting contract maintenance                 £1748.00                    
Services.                                                  February 2022.                                     Vat £349.60   £2097.60 
 
F. Wilson                  Honoraria to March 2022.                                      £1683.36  
  
HM Revenue and Customs                     Statutory remuneration deductions, charges.                     £321.55  
  
National Employment Savings Trust      Pension contributions.                                       £377.17 
Corporation                                             Pension scheme charges 2020/21                       £66.70     £443.87 
 
The Royal British Legion          2NO The Queen's Green Canopy Plaques        £232.49 
*Reimbursement to F. Wilson.         Vat £46.50    £278.99 
                                                            £6603.87  
ii) Invoice reported at meeting.  
The clerk reported the following details ( copy invoice had previously been circulated to members) and it 
was Proposed, Seconded and RESOLVED payment is authorised.  
Fylde Borough Council                        Community Parks Improvement Programme  

  (CPIP) contribution            £15000.00  
      £15000.00 

      
b) Friends of Newton Community Park (FoNCP) - funding Community Parks Improvement Programme 
(CPIP).  
The chairman referred to this item explained that on completion of the CPIP funding matters will be 
substantively complete and the item may be removed from the agenda. 
                            
c) Management of contracts.  
i) Consider chairman’s report.  
The chairman advised that contract review work is ongoing and, subsequent to the contract workgroup 
meeting on Monday 17th January 2022 it was confirmed that the clerk and responsible financial officer will 
provide requisite information to the council’s existing contractors. 
 
7. QUEEN’S JUBILEE, DISTRICT PARISH LIAISON MEETING ITEM MONDAY 20TH 
SEPTEMBER 2021, REQUEST PARISHES  SHARE IDEAS.  
Following an enquiry by the chairman the clerk confirmed that 2NO The Queen's Green Canopy Plaques 
had been ordered. Following discussion it was agreed that enquiries be made regarding purchase of flag 
poles. A Newton ward member reported that bunting had been collected from Fylde council.   
 
8. BOARDS OF PAST CHAIRMAN AND CHAIRMAN’S REGALIA - CONSIDER CHAIRMAN’S 
OBSERVATIONS. 
Subsequent to the chairman’s enquiry the clerk advised that the costs of updating the board is likely to be 
c. £150 and a supplier had still to provide a price for acquiring a third board. 
 
9. ANY OTHER MATTERS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY.  
a) Date of next meeting.  
It was agreed that the next council meeting be scheduled for Thursday 7th April 2022 commencing at c.7:15 
p.m. at Newton-with-Clifton village hall and via Zoom. There being no further business the chairman 
declared the Meeting closed at 20:55 hrs.                    Chairman 
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